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as have a natural affinity to public spirit. A man
who really loves art because he has a keen sense of
beauty, not because he wishes to have the reputation
of a skilful collector, would surely try to beautify the
world in which we all live, to get rid of the hideous
deformities which meet us at every turn, and not
simply to make a little corner into which he may
retire for simple self-indulgence. A lover of truth
should not be content, as some philosophers were
forced to be content, with discussion in an esoteric
circle, but should endeavour, now that thought is
free, to stimulate the intellectual activity of all men,
confident that the greater the number of investigators,
the more rapid will be the advance of truth. I do
not venture to suggest what special direction should
be taken by those who have the privileges and re-
sponsibilities of great wealth. I have never had to
consider that problem in any practical reference.
Still, considering how vast a part they actually play
in social development, how great is their influence,
and how many people and enterprises seem to be in
want of a little money, I cannot help fancying that a
rich man may find modes of expenditure other than
reckless charity or elaborate pampering of his
personal wants, which would be not only more useful
to the world, but more interesting to himself than
many of the ordinary forms of indulgence. But I am